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A Prognoſtication of Blazing Starres, accorèingt the 
opinion of the Poet Pomtanus . 


Ot ſtirring winds,with bluſtering blaſts wh ch blow, 
Ofbloody broy les, by force in fatall fight: 

Of peoples pompe, the pit ous ouerthrow. 

Of Potentates the death, in wofull plight: 

The Blazing Starres aloft like lampes of light 

In th'Eſt or Welt of azure coloured skies, 
Forewarnings and ſignes when they ariſe. 


If ſtill they ſtand, and offer not to change 
The place, where firſt in ſight they caſt their beames, 
Then ſhall inſue much miſchiefe rare and ſtrange: 
As gaping wounds, and ſluzing bloody ſtreames, 
In — field twixt nigh adioyning Realm:s, 
Such ciuill ſtormes ſhall ouerrunne the land, 
That ſome ſhall bath in kindreos blood their hand. 


And ifthey take their courſe vntothe Ealt, 

A ſigne it is that forreigne foes with force 

Prepare apace, to ſpoyle both molt and leaſſ: 

With edge of ſword ſweet life {till to diuor. c 

From panting heart,deuoydeof all remorſe. 
Thus Eaſt or Weſt in ſight, they haue the ir dome, 
And ſignes they are of things in time to come. 
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Why, and whereupon Blazing Starres have theyr 
Names, 


* 


CHAP. I, 


== D2zſomnch as a man frirniſhed with all kind 
T/| of knowledge and learning, ſhould ſo ſearch 
Al after the vnderſtanding of great and bigh A reaſon for 
matters, that he haue not meaner things in vnderſt anding 
contempt and diſdaine, by whoſe benefite(ag oblazing 
experience teacheth) the greater are attained, ***: 
becauſe they miniſter certain helps and aides 
| to aſpſre and reach vnto them. HYVereupen 

it followeth, that leſſer things are not to bee uegleaed, without 

the which there is ns paſſage to the greater, noz any poſſibilitis ; 
fo peatce fo the perfect pꝛoofe of them, except by the fo2etunning 
ofthem,p2eparation bs made foz vs to aſcend, andclimbe vp to 

the hidden knowledge ofthe other. {Therefo2e, left this our la- 

bour lent and layde out ſoz common btility and pzofife ſhould bs 

ſubtec ro the biting blowes of furious enuie, and left ſnch as de- 

ſire petfeaion in pꝛofeſſion, as alſo cerfainety in delivering Do⸗ 

ctrine, ſhould cowplaine,that wee ſell ſhadewes foz ſubſtances, 
phantaffes fo; verifies, and imaginations foz demonſtrations : 

we will ſay ſomewhat in the entrance of this woke, feuching 
the name of a Comete oz Blazing ſtarre, and ſo paſſe ozverly to 
our purpoſe, 

The ſtarre which the Gretians call Cometa, the Latines , Blazing far 
Stella crinita, we Engliſhmen a Blazing Atarre, hath his deno- s named after 
mination( as well by theaſſerticn of the one, as the other from e ferme and 
{he foꝛm and figure which it beare th, at ſuch time as it appeareth 2 hich te 
in the ape: becanſe this kind of ſtatre ſeemeth (in our opinion : 
and indgement) to Choote entleng firakes ol fire in the C- 


lement, oz baight and lightſom ſparckles centfinued in length like 
| 15 unte 


| 


A Treatiſe in Generall 


vnto the hapꝛe, Which the G. ecians call Coma, and therenpen 
Cometa, and the Latines Crinis, wheceofit is named Stella cri- 
hie names of nita:ſo that thereſemblance 02 repzeſentation which this Starre 
* 3412 48. gineth,is thr occaſion that it is called a Comet, ez Blazing at, 
As A'iguſtos Cæſar called that ſtarre, which appeared at ſuch 
time as he publiſhed Pazeants ofpleaſure;and ſhewes of Zi 
umph, de the name ofa Comete: and which Suetonius Tran- 
u llos called Sidus crinitum, and diuers others haue ſemblably 
termed, 
Nevther was the Impoſilion of this name abſurde, oz againk 
: keaſen: fo; whoſoeuer (hall iudiciouſſp behold thoſe kinde of 
: ei S tarces, he ſhallpercepue, though not melt perfectly, vet not 
2; Very dattzip) how lt hooteth out long and flender lines of (park- 
, ling fire, this way aud that Wap, inſomuch, as a man would 
thinks and luppoſe the ſame not much vnlike vnto fcattredhapze 
oa bꝛeomeoz a todde of Bpach, to the taple of a Peacocke, to 
pe bearbs oa man, c. as we ate taught by demouſt tation. 


That Blazing Stars are ſundry and diuers, 


Mr. LIL 


[4zing Starresaàte not onelr very many in number, but allo 
044879111 agpratauce. The Std oi the Sto lis laybe, that 
©, ther are bepond two ane thicty,of whoſe ſuntzy names aad le⸗ 

LO  ugrallefcaAbicaus nat Vawiicly haty witten. 

Manns tas. Concerauig their number and neines, we are höre to be not 
curious: W3oiefore we will conic totheir colours and likeneſles 
Whereinthetets not an bnikozmite and generall agreement, but 
3, difference, Foz ſome blaz ng - Starces ſæme bloud redde, hoz⸗ 

e Tjble to bchoÞ, and (as it were) ctiſped and curled in the 

lor Crowne ez vpptr pat, frnvingtowaids the Skies: where⸗ 
upon they are commonle called Comets. of which the Poet 

bath this lay ing: 


Like as in moyſt and dervie night, 
When Comets red as bloud, 
\ppeare aloft: the ſpectacle, 
aud ſigne 1s little good, 
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This Nigure haue they, when they orethicke on the one ſibe, 
and firefched out in length on the other ſide, 

Some Blazing Statres there be, bich haue a cerfapye ban. Blazingſtats 
ging downewand at theit le wer part, in the linenelle ofa long voy 1 figure, 
beard,oz the inawne ofa hoꝛſe: which happeneth by reaſon of theo! aled fark 
thin matter and ſubſtancs which ts inthe other parts, which kind 
of ſtars axe called Pogonii. 

Other ſoma thereare, which appears in the likeneſle of a ſpeare 
02 Jauelin, and they are caſled Acontij oz ſucha one as teſtifieth *peare ſtars. 
Pliniehdid Tiberius Cæſar, in his Conſulſhip, penne vaſing and 
excellent Poems , oꝛ Uerſes of notable inuention and ſingular 
tonus pante. ä 

Other lome there are,. ſhozter ſomt what then the toꝛmer, and Aae 
thep bs ſhapt towards the top like aſwo2d, whereupon they are 
called Piphij, reſembling in colour gold alter a ſoꝛt, but yet ſo not- 
withſtanding, that (of all other) they ace moſt pale, wanting 
beames, blazes, oz. ſtrakes:hauing ncuettheleſle a cexeain bꝛight- 
neſſe in them, like the glittering ofa word. 
Other ſome there are which are called Phitites, in fozme and fa. Tun (tires. 
ſhion like a Tunne, hauing in the hollow part of them the ſhew 
of a ſmoakp and (mothering flame, much like vato the 1Blacke- 
Smiihs Foꝛge, 02 vefſels dauded and ſmared with pitch, let on 
ſice, which caſt a darke and miſtie light, and men haue ſometimes 
vſed fo2 the pzeſerning and ſreth keping of their dzinke. 

See them that we haue reckoned Comets called Horne arcs. 
Certatij, becauſe they appeare to our fight in the ſimilitude and 
nkenes ofa Mozn: Such a one was ene, when the Grecians en⸗ 
camped at Salamina, oy 

Dther(omealſo there are, which be called Lampades, becauſe 7 ,..... c... 
theycaſt a ſhew ofa burning tozch, oz flaming Lampe of which | 
lozt lan haue ba ne, and that nct very ſeldome. | 
thermoze,ſbme thers ars which be called Hippei, becauſe ne firs, 


. me to haue about them (as it were) a Yozle Mawne, go⸗ 
ing ronnd about them in circle wiſe, with ſtrange meuing and 
ſwilteneſle. 

To be ſhoꝛt, ſome Blazing Starres ate ſine in the Avze. 
gliſtering with ſtrakes and ſtyeames like-b3ight üluer, that it 
pallet] the abilify of mans eye to looke and behold them, where- 
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in (as in a cleare glaſte) Gn is repzeſented, ia-thelikeneTe 217 
} ſh1pe of a man. And ſach a one (as ſo ne 09 h3'd opinion) was 
77 A Blgzins tx: that wich appeaced to the Mimen in the Eat. and condates 
scpreienting as them to the place whert Th:it was boꝛne: concerning the ag 
1 peaangwhereok, thus ſapde he to the H eroſols ute. Wee 
- " 7 604. mT his ſtirre in the Ealt, and are come to doe him wor- 
. hippe 
y But Gaching this, we purpoſe/perduenture)ts ſay ſomwhat 
in the winding vp ofthis wozke. Me know not that beſides 
theſe which we hauerehearſed, there be many moꝛt fozmes and ' 
figures of Comets oz blazing ſtarres, and many mo2e ſoꝛts, of 
which p xcticularly to diſcourſe, is not our meaning oz enfent,no2 
pet à matter olſuch weight and impoꝛtantce, that if ſhould requirs 
pieſeut and per fed handling: we will kherekoze to that which is 
mozeneceſlarp. 


In ͤ what part of Heauen blazing ftarres appeare molt com. 
monly, 


CHAP, III. 


T Hey that haue bozitten things notable, andpzofitable of A⸗ 
ſtrologie, and haue diſcourſed things concerning the influ⸗ 
ences and gouermments of Starres, in ſuch (oz! and oꝛder, that 
the knowledge iſluing from their trauels, offeceth fruit not de- 
79 whar att ſztuing repentance: They (IJ ſap paue affirmed, that Blazing 


© gf heauenBlas Skartes neuer appeare in the Weſt part of Heauen: but either 
| »1ingftars are vnder the Nozth,in ſome one part oz other, but bncertaine: how⸗ 
ſecne. beit, moſt commonly in that bꝛight and cleare part, which is cal⸗ 


led the Milkie G:rcle:o2 elſe( which is ſeldomeſene come to paſſe) 

the p appeare in the South Pole, but yet without any blazce, in 

thecſeaſons of Winter eſpecially : pet it is tecoꝛded, that a Co- 

me appeared to the Acthopians, and to the Aegyptians, and that 

the Bing okthole people, gane that Blazing Starre a name, cal⸗ 

ling it T ypon, becauſe it had in it a double reſemblance, namely 

of a tound b all, and of a fire, in ſo much, that accoꝛding e the iudg⸗ 

* ment of ſen'e,it might not ſo aptly be called a Comet oz Blazing 

| Starre, as a fiery 9; (ammngball d a round compaſſed and bur- 
ning knot, 


At 
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| i Blazing Starres. 
At whit time ofthe yearc blizing ſt irres appeue, and tia long 
they continue. 


CHAP. IIII. 


Lthougy Damaſcene (an Juthour in my iudgement wo2- 
th reae.ence(ts of opinion tyat a Blazing ſtarte, is a tar 
newly made and cceatepvfo2 the time pꝛeient, Witch vaniſheth 
out of fight, and ceaſeth to appeare, when che thing whereof 1! 
is à ſignification is accompliched, and come to palle:pet notwith⸗ 
ſtanding, experience( whom waiters name, the Piſtrelſe of ma 
ny myſtecies) infoꝛ neth and teacheth vs, that a Blazing S terce 
may appeare at any ſeaſon ofthe yeare:but moꝛe often in ſummec 
and then ſpecially, when the ſtarre called Cinicsla ariſeth, and 
ruleth the weather and time of the peare , accoꝛding fo the pꝛo- 
poꝛtion oftheinflaence , and that ther coatinue leuen dapes at 
the leaſt, and not aboue foure:coze at the nicit,ths autbortfte of 
Plinie, giuing countenance to this opinion. 

Dewbeit,this aſſertton,together with the teſitz2ony of Pinie 
may beimp2oued by examples: Foz(as it is vniuerially knvwn:) 
2 which appeared befoze the ouerthzow cf Hierulalem, 
was ſ&ne blazingin the Clement, to the wonderful! atonifh- 
ment of the people, by the ſpace of a whole peare,as Euſebius and 
Ioſephùs verified, 

But we muſt note, that this Comet, and the appearance of 
the ſame, which was full ofhozro2, is not to be aſcribed viito Nas 
ture, but to be attributed immediatly vnto God , the Father and 
foundet of Qatnre, although the led ofthe Pythagoriſts thought, 
that all Blazing ſtars were to be reierced vato Kature who hath 


pꝛouided that their appearing ſhould be at certaine definite, and 


appointed times ok the peate. | 
Touthing thele Blazing Stars alſo, oc the ſame ſect here was 
ſome, whzlappoiedchey wereperpetaall ſtacs, and not temp3- 
rall, and that they had an oꝛdinacp courſe to run, as other (tarces 
haue thfit reayution and ciccular motion, and tha! their appeas 
ring pꝛacæded rom 19ne octhercauſe, then wWhan the! wer2,ro2s 
ſaken and left of the Dun, whoſe bꝛighenes anduecency2 is the 
occadon as thee thiakegthat Blazing ſtars do not appeate. 
| 15 3 Where- 


. 
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The opinion 
of the Pytha- 
gol iſts touck- 
7 E. ing 
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7 A Treatiſe in general. 

WI \Vhereof Blazing ſtarres are engendered(according to the iudge- 
/ Fl ment of Diuines)and what they are indeede, 
770 CHAP, v. 


T ve Religious Diuines, like very well ofthis plauſible and 
true opinion, that Blazing ſtarres tome of no other caule, 
then from the holy Counlell and Pzomdence of God, that there 
O:iejnall of is no matter of their generatien, as Phyloſophers imagine, but 
Dane this, that God maketh them immedtate meſlengers and Piniſters of 
hies will, acroꝛding to the time and plate, as it beſt pleaſeth his hie 
and eternall Bateſtie; that by them) he might giue vs aduertile⸗ 
ments of afterclaps, to pꝛepare our ſelues onward to mete his 
fatherly mercy, oz to ſuffer the bittern es or his ſharpe indgement. 
Uherevpon they inferre this conſequent, that Blazing Stars are 
fupernaturall,and mere wo2lds wonder. 

Toa whoſeDevtence Jagra, and moſt willingly aſſent, being 
ty:reto moued by ar zuments of fo2ctbleperſwaſfon,and in num⸗ 
ber infinite. Puncipaity, betauſe it is a Chꝛiſtians duety to al⸗ 

N cribs moze to Gots pꝛouidence, then to the koꝛce of Nature,whs 
God hath not onely Created, vut alſo doth diſpoſe and geuerns, 
FAIR © Pet fo2 all that, 4 may not veterlp deny; that they are natural, 
v  SomeBlatin2 foꝛ ſo much as J am not (62 at leaſt ought not to be) ignozant, 
. Racesnit”” that Nature cauſeth blazing ſtartes; howbeit lo, that God is the 
dee  D2iginalland pꝛincipall Woꝛker olſuch wonders. and that their 
Rac ground and cauſes are naturall, ans not ſo ſecret and doubtfull: 
but that otherwhile the capacity and reaſon ok man map conceiue 
i and comp⸗alſe them. And pet contrarpwiſe, J ſfandnot in dene. 
| ** all, that thoſe blozing ſtarres are ſupernaturall, which the moſt 
| mightie Monarch of the heauens, Creatoz of al{creatures,and 
Maker of all Starres and Spirits, raiſeth of nothing to ſome⸗ 
thing, vpon a ſludden, in ame ment and pꝛicke cktime, to ths ad 
miration ot all men, and to the reues lng ok his Omnipotency. 


things ade Expedient and neceſſary it is to belæue, that with God all 
-ols:v!c:o things are in ability, and that whatſoeuer is dons eyther by day, . 
So oꝛ by night, naturally oz ſupernaturallg, it commeth to paſte br 


EE: bis appointment, and that it plzaſeth him otherwhtles to create 
| ſemething okſomething, and othetwiles againe, ſomething of 
| | no⸗ 
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nothing. To that which neuer had matter, can he gine fathio!! 
vnd 512 beautifie that with kozme end comelmes, which 


r n — 


neueryad Foundation noz baing. Itconſickethin bis might to 
mopſten the carth with ſhowzes didtlluing fromthe cleare skies, 
without the mranes of lowzing and d2oppine cleudts. Ye can 
Weozke beth Wapes, to whom nothingisinipoſſiic: Nowgetors 
Ling the cloudes together in an heape, aem the vitermoſt coz⸗ 
1275 and chaſts of the wozld, now turmug againe ligdtning in⸗ 
te caine, u hich couering the heauens with clotibrs, and pꝛipas 
ring raine ſoꝛ the land: Fo?, Grcat is the Lord, miglity is his 
power, and of his wiſdome there is no number or end: And 
| thetefoze Jam calily dzawne to belteve, that Blazing Starres 
map immediatelp appearc from God, and be lapeructaral, when 
it pleaſetg God, vpon (ſome ſingular caule)te give them begins 
1 — ter and ſubſtance of nothing. | 
Such a Blazing Sfarre(nodoubt) was that Piller of the 
ln. whcreby the L ed (in olde time) moſt imraculonuſlo went The piller of 
befsze the Iſtaclites his people cut ot tie. Acayptian Soile info t!* (104d, arid 
the L and of Pꝛo miſe in the day time: end that Pillet of fire, - the pl wr » ; 
which neupr12ft the face of God choſen ia the night , m ns Rb — 4 
Not valike to this was that Blazing ſtarre (as I ſuppoſe) natural! 

which threatningvetruction to lcruſzlem, was of no lefſe con- Theklazin 8 
kin: 18nce then terrour,endnring the ſpacecfa whele peare, which ane whic 
is net pꝛoper to natutall Blazing tare, Arne ca - 

To contlude, as well Dil ines as Phlteſopyers and Aſtrono- (,gecramcal, 
mers aſfirine thus much in this caſe, wat lwayes.in a meancr, 
3lazing it>rs doe ariſe of caſegnaturail, albeit the Loꝛd God 
is the pꝛntipall authoꝛ and wozker of them, as in the Chapter 
f ollowingat is cuident, 


; \Vhereof | Blazing (t arres do engender; according to the rules 
of Philoſophers;and the Canons of Altronomers,and what 


they arc in degd, 


CHAP, VI. 


Cora, Blazing (tarres J finds ſome diſagreement be- 


weene Philoſophers and Aſtronomers. Anaxagoras = 
© 


J 
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Dew ccriws ſer de, Th at a Blezing ſtarre wasnothingelſe buta 
certaine bright ſſinir ginthe Elem ent, procured by the ceniun- 
ction of two ſtaries: To u lich cpinien, Zn ſiile cf late did 
ſemiwkat ericline endleent. 

Otterleme allo there wert, which ſrppeſed 8 Wlezing ffarre 
lo be but acerfaize dimm e and darke light compaſied,and(as it 
were) cloſed vp in a cloud. Other ſeme ſad, that it was a cloud 
purged, ond purificdficm earthly matter and grefſeneCe, which 
eceiuing light from the other Sters, caſteth abꝛocd clcat ſtrakes 
of bꝛightnt ſle, ſm al and ſlender, like vnte haxze, ea fine w2cught 
flare, 


Dtherſome againe, thought a Blazing ffarre to be but a cer- 


fatne cloude, kindled and ſet on fire with a hote flam ing clearnes 


Ariftotle his whoſe opimon Ariſtotle (Emeth to haue ſauoured, who ſuppoſed 


Cyrion of 


Liar ag tars, that a Blazing ffarre did confiſt ofa dzye vapour, which ba ing 


and their ge- 
nerautton, 


d:awne bpwatd into the higheſt ap2e, is there ſet on fire: and 
that this blazing ſtarre taketh ſubſtance of earthly crhalations, 
very hote, dꝛp, fat andclammy : which ber ing carryed into the vp- 
per region of the apꝛe, is there kindled and burneth: to when all 
Philoſephers (in a manner) ot this cur age haue ſubſcribed, and 
ſome Aſtronemcrs alſo, who with Ariſtotle thinke no li le,then 
a blazing ſtar to be but an carthly vapour, ſome what thicks, faſt 
and fat in ſubſtance, like ople o2 budlime which being dzawno 
bpwatd, nie to the Spheare ofthe fiery Element, and touching 
the hollownes of the Oꝛbe oꝛ tiicle is thei by heat rarified, made 
thin and ſet in a flame : ſo that by the conſent and mutuall agrees 
ment of theſe two ſects (although ſome doe baty ) it is contluded 


that a Blazing ftaris engendꝛed and wade of Apꝛe, ſet en fire, by 
reaſon of the nareneſſe of the Clement of Fire, that Apzo con- 


tayneth in the matter and ſtuffe of a blazing ſtarre, and that the 
Apꝛe next adiopning, and being by the element of fire, is called 


a Blazing ſtarre, and is ng leſſe indeed then it is named. Which 


repꝛelenteth the colour ot᷑ fire to eur epes, betauſs the dais vapour 


in it is kindled, burneth, and loſteth with the light ef the flame, 
which is meued ko and fio, ty the bndtrerze: hers bapours of 


[te nacure, quality and ſubſtarce atifing , give tontinuance and 
length thercunto; whereby it putchaſeth the name, after which 
if is vſuallp cailed. 


Upon 


— N 
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Up on this agree our late Phyloſophers,in a manner all, cout- 
ting thedottrine of Ariſtetle, woꝛthy credite aud ſubſcription: al- | 
though as well the ſect Stoicall bary thereſrs, affirnitng Blazing The opiniew 
ſtarres to be bat ozdinaris Starres, not differing from other of the Stoicks 
Sfarres which appeare in the Apꝛe, and fo be abeue thirty and —— Bla- 
tmo in nander, not as alſo they, which hold this fo; a beritiec, 
blazing Starres to be perpetuall Starres,and to kæpe a limited 
courſs o compaſſe,but neuer to blaze and gliſter in the Ay e:ſaue 
when they are left and fozſaken of the Sunne, whoſe clecarenelle 
dimmeth and dampeth'vp their b:ightneffc,that it cen neither ap⸗ 

f peare ne be — exteiued. And they in like ſoꝛt, which leane tc tits 
þ opinion, that blazing ſtarres, be Starres,hautng their certaine ap- 
poented times ot appearance. 

Now,as I diſſent not from the firſt, thoſe I meane, whe o- 
pinion dzateth utereſt to reaſon and frueth, ſo 4 varie not alto⸗ 
gether from them, who hold opinion that a blazing ſtarre may ber 
fupernaturall,and alſo naturall', and that the ſame taketh gene 
ration ol a fat hnmour,and of fiery fozce, whereby it is diſlolued, 

and at the length conſumeth. 

Mhereupon this conſcquent is to be inferred, that we cannot 

call a Blazing Starre pzoperly a Starxe, but Catachreltically, as 

we map ſc terme them, J meane (vfing in dur phꝛaſe of pech) a 

tertaine abuſc:altheugh Auguſtus Czſar(wherevf we haue giuen 

a caueat in tut beginning of this our Treatiſe ) called that Bla- 

zing Starre, which appearedat ſuch a time as he publiſhed his 

Pageants of Triumph, by the name ofa Starre: and which v- 

ſurp ed name alſo Suetonius applyeth to ſelfſamething: they both 

adding vnto it this woꝛd Crinitus, which we allo, with no lefſe 

abuſe then they,call Blazing. 
This Blazing Starre afozeſayd, which appeared in the time of 
Auguſtus Cæſar, and ſhined ſo gloziouſly, ſome imagine, and ſup- 
poſs, ta be the ſoles lame tarre which directed the Miſemen to An erronions 
the place where Chꝛitt was bozne. But J cannot allow ofthis . an =: 
opinion, and why Ido ſo much miflike thereof, the teaſons in ths pred 
nert Chapter tollowing, do declare. In the meane ſeaſon , 47 
wonldnot wads into wonders aboue my capacitie, left J wan- 
der in wilderneſſes ofdoubtſs,but J deſire rather tobe wiſe with 


ſoberneds. 
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Whethet the ſtarre which conducted the Wiſemen to the 
9 i | place where Cariſt was borug Were the Blazing ſtarre, 
-whereofthe Emperour Auguſtus did ſpeake, callingitby 

the nameofa ſtarre. g 


CHAP. VII. 


Yꝛtſtian duty amonicheth me, in {ew wo2zds fo make men- 
| ton, what maner a? mirac nloug and ſtrange Starre that 
Was Which (after a rare and wonderfull faHion) lead the UWile- 
men vato Chit being in his infancis. Which! ſome men (verts 
(caſhly, and with want ofaduiſement ) coniecure to be the Bla- 
Zing (tarre , which avp2ared , and caſt a great light at the lame 
ti e, that * Cæſar made ſhewes of great pompꝛ and ſo⸗ 


| th)ſeaen dapes (pace full and complete. 

Dt which thing , although Picus Mirandula h 1th nof godly 
andgraaciz di (courſedipet thinke J, that it is my duety,compen- 
disullp to reaſon, what in this point may be maintained, without 
hurt 93 pꝛeiudite. And ſo much the rather, becauſe J would not 


læme in this matter, to fauoar the Aſccologtans, fo2 ſa much as 
ther ſwWacue as farce fron trueth, as the wozldis wide, and the 
heauen is high. 
Concerning the Starre, J mean that which appeared af Chat 
his natiuty , the Euangeliſt, whoſe euidence is tryed With ths 
touchTone ottrueth, waiteth in this wiſe. Eidomer gar ton Aer 

Karvye haue Auten en te anatole. Among alt which wozd of this clauſe, penned, 

iwenc his ſturre by the finger of the Euangeliſt, the Latineqnterpzeter farneth 

un che Ealt, this Wozp ten Agera, Stellam, learnedly (uo doubt) and truely. 
The Cuangeliſt pet againe ſaith thus. And, behold, the ſtarre | 
which they fawin the Eaſt, went before them, vntil by approch- 
ing, it ſtood ouer the place, where the babe was. 
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By theſe teſtimonies, it is apparant and manite lt, that nettyer 
Aſter, no: Aſtron, doe ſigniſte a Bl:zing-ſtarre, Thereby the 
errours bf Phlehon and Harpocrates, ate corninced, wt o alſs They eppes: 
deemed that the Starrs which ſhewed and ſhined in the Caft,and red n (contre 
wasthe Milemens direction ts Iudæa, was theſelfſame Blazin g repions & at 
Starre, which inthe time of Auguſtus Cæſar ( as is afoꝛeſap de, = 1 42 : 
ſo gloziouſly gliſtered: when it is as tuident (as the Sunnchine ae reo 
at noneday)how that Blazing. Starte appeared many pcares be- they were dif- 
foze the Natiuttie of Chꝛiſt, and aroſe in the Noztb part of hea. ferent ftarres. 
uen : whereas the Starre(which was the wiſemens guide into 
Bethlehem(appeared in the Taft. 
Furthermoze,what man would ſo ſone be allurcd to belicne 
that a Blazing Starre would be thonght of the Nliſe men, a thing 
of ſuch certaine and infallibls Pꝛognoſtication, that the ariſing 
and pꝛote ding thereof ſhould embolden them to commence ſuch 
tedicus journey ss, and to attempt ſo many weary labo2s: wher⸗ 
in they might bee ofthis opinten and iudgement as well, that the 
BlazingRarre gaue fozeknowledge of ſomething elle, beſlves the 
Patinitie and byzth of the Ring of the Iewes. 
Wherefoze it is moꝛe credible, that thoſe Mile men followed 
the Starre which then appeared, epther vppon perſwaſion of the 
boke which Seth compiled: o2 elſe by the motion of Balaams p3o- 
phetie: foz that they were of the Kindzed and affinitie of him, as 
ſome holo opinion: ©2 eiſe by the miniſterp of Angels, oꝛ by He a⸗ 
nenly inſpiration, oꝛ elſe by admonition q warning ginen in flap, 
which might ( whe not: ) giue them vnderſtanding es wel of this, 
as it gane them knowledge (aftet wards) to auord the pꝛeſence of 
Hreod: and to returne another way into thcircountrey, and not 
the ſame by which they tame. 
No man is able ſufficiently to declare the erreniovs epinicn ; 
of Iulianus, that irreligions revolter,who affirmecth this Starre —.— - 
(which her calleth by the name of Aſaph, actezding to the epi- e eee 
mon of the Acgyptians) of tuſteme and went, to eppeste tucry guenane to 
foure hundzeth yeares, and that it betokeneth many things both reaſon & vert: 
ne Bi andmoztall, tie refurcd, 
2 


t tell me (it᷑ thou tanſt) thou falſe Pꝛophet and per⸗ 


uerſe Apoſtata, a thine opinion, carry 
2 


awap⸗ 
couns 
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dtn tO: Corpilks Ow £913tneth if ta palle, that thoſs 
Allem R11445; attained to the vaderccanding ol that Starre, 


2 p . 


/ Yi 0 434 Lye betermunate arlkag ofthe win, at à befi:tite and appoin⸗ 
J | --d 30 09 ted time, but that theo then came to the intelligente therot, when 
F ll it was within the contemplation and view of their eyes? Bow 

commeth it to paCo,that the apyearance thereof was ſo far ran 


ho2rs2 and moztalitte, and that if gaus prefignification of toy , 
that to them was bezne the King ofthe J8iw2s:; And it it be al⸗ 
lectuall ts wozke wonders ind to tompaſſe itrange and p20dig1 - 
ous euents, uh then dis it not eyery faure hundꝛed yeares (by 
ſucceſſion, ſeaſon aud degrees of times) pꝛognoſticate ſome (em- 
blavie thing, like vnts that which was cõmunicated to the know 
led ge ofthe Miſemen: why did it not, atter a thouſand, ſiue hun⸗ 
dꝛed and thirty peares, oz within the compalle and reuolution of 
that time, ding fozth a ne. u Rug to the woꝛld, oz ſom other rate 
and won dectuil cffea, to kindleinthe hearts of men, manikeſt 
admration? 02 elſe if it ſuffered an Eclipſe oꝛ depziuation of that 
ſuigulax quantie, and fo betome d2ye, barren, and vVaſruitiull : 
wh? dꝛd it not appeare ſtill, though weakened in wozking, but 
; loſt veterig and ſ02 euer appearance in the Heauens. 
| Tou (wa:uefk therefo2s, and wandzeſt fatre and wide from 
(92 fincere truth, ana gtueſt a witnoſſe of fhy pertinacy fo all 
people, ans of thp fanieuwpicty towards God, iu that thins 
dne op:nton, whichts mere erconious,ſeemeth vnto thee pals 
ling plauftble: thou (iu the meange ſeaſon / derogating kcom chzi⸗ 
tan Religion dne reuerence, and Ecugling with tooth ee naple 
to mne u contemptible. But all in vaine, thou wzeffles with 
the waues, Which in the end will onerwhelme the in thy wil - 
lulneſte. Fog, the truth giusth in a contrary verdict againſt the, 
wth the which whaſoeucr haue armed themſelues to encounter 
lacet (Te hath not bens pꝛoſperous, becauſe thep attempted com⸗ 
| bat with a mightier then themſelues, and being ouermatched , 
1 amr ore carried into capttuity,andcaft inco.confafion. This Starre 
. = ' theref9ze which ths Wiſemon ſaw, was no Comet oz Blazin 
a - © $:ar,49 diuers haue dꝛeamed, but ſom new ſtar, which aus 
as appointed to expꝛeſle the pzoutdence of God, as in the goſ⸗ 
pell it is appatant:not being oł the number ghoſt of them, wher- 


th rie i; mayicin the creation ; 'but differing 
fromall 
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Of Bbzing Starres. 


all Sfarres both Fired, Mandering and Blazing, which to beo 
this tetimonie atfooꝛdeth autyzoutio 2 Foz that chere bee ſome 
which are ot this iudgement, aid holde it to2 a veritte: T hatin 
this itare(asin a glaſſe) was included che likenes of a Chile; vns 
to witty Dpimon thep might (pera me cutare) be induced, by the 
wos of th? ile - men ſaxing: Beholde, weehaue ſeene his 
itarre ih the Ealt. 

| could nat chyſe then, but bꝛane ve Starre, and a Starre 
impoztiug a meꝛaclo: Foz ſo muc'; as neęthec the {cle ſame, non 
ano liks unto it, euer appeared in (hetezmeraz. 22 at any time 
ſhinedin the skits ko; the ſpace of a thouaad nue hand2ed and 
thirty years, after the Naltuity of our table Saule, Be- 
ing 3 ſap, a ſtarrs by the grace oi od created, foz the cxecution 
of his meſlage, whoſe pleaſurc being accomplſhed it tonumed, 
vaniſhed, and was no longer obica to the ege. light of men being 
cau lall and tempozall, not naturall andeautiauall, 

But ot this Diſcoarſs ſufficient is [a232, a5 well oz the im. 
p2ouing o'bnſauoury opinions, as allo ſo; the Tiſcoucring of ths 
tafallikls truth requicable in this pꝛeſent purpoſe. Now will J 
wake a retrogradation, and returue to mine arguments, concer⸗ 
ning Comets oꝛ Blazing ſtars, hauing thought my pen not vn- 
fcuttfully occupyed in this laſt particular, 


VW -echer Blazin ſtarres proport and foreſhe'» ſome [tran ge & 


won derfull thing to follow. 
C HAP. VII] 


T is talled in controuerſtz, whether Cometes commonly ter- 
med Blazing: ſtarres pzopozt any pꝛodigious thing and wozlvs 
wonder. Some in this behalſe ſame to bee teſolued, and make 


their anſwere in this ſeꝛt: Chat as Blazing ſkarres ate rare : 


Ome 


Blazing (tare 


ate 78 of 


inge 


leldeme. ſa they ſigniſte ſome thing that is rare and very ung to come 


ſcrange vnto which opinion they cleaue, being thereunto dzawn 
pactip byDayly experience, and partle allo lead by the cauſes from 
the which they let their oziginall, 

And to ſay the plaine truth, when haue Blazing ffars caft 
their glimmering beames, and ligztned the apze with their gli⸗ 
Ceringbaightnene: but ſomething hath followed, confrary ta 

C 2 com⸗ 
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common courſe, and farre othciwiſe then by bſuall and atcuſte⸗ 
/ 1% wed oꝛder is recepued * Why then ſhould not Blazing ſtars as 
/ | | they are rare, ſo inferre and dꝛaw with them rareeffects : And 
4 why ſhould we otherwils thinke, then that by their generation 
1 alſo, ſome ſtrange thing is ſigniſied: ſaingthat other Starres 
ſhining in the firmament, are thought not onelp to haue bane 
cteat ed fo2theſernice of men: bu? alſo foz the diſtinguiſhing of 
times and ſceſons,of dapes, monethes and peares, andfo2 o- 
ther ends alſo, which are p2tuy onely to Gods ſecret coanſell: ſpe⸗ 
ctally fo2 that dur L 02d Jeſus, iudged not the ſuperſtitions Pha⸗ 
riſcs (notwithitanding bis ſoꝛe denuntiations of woes againſt 
them) alfogetherveſeruing repꝛehenſion: noz btferly blamed 
The Paris — Sadduces fc2 their diligent cblerustion orthe Weather, 4 
+ Sdn nor marking the face of the Fumament gining iudgement: that if 
altogetlher con the coulles of Heauen were luch and ſuch, then ſemblable fo bee 
d-macd for the ſurces ofthe ſeaſons, As, ik it were couered with red clouds 
tue 3 "> in the enening, that then men ſhould be in expectation ofthenert 
= . «| dayes baightclearencs. Which cerewony oftheirs purchaſed in 
weather, pꝛoceſle of time ſuch credite and beleefe, that it grew inte a cem⸗ 
mon and famttiar}22ouctbe: 
What man can ſay 3 
The Euening this doth fignihe, 


C HAP. IX. 
The good and cuill which Blazing ſtars doe prognoflicate, and 


betoken. 


A S it is recepued fo2 an bndonbfed truth, that Comets carry 
with thema Pꝛognoſtitatien of ſome ſtrange wonder: lo 
on the other ſide,1t hath beene pꝛetilely noted, and by due obſer⸗ 
nation confirmed, that they thzeaten ſome eminent cuille mil. 
chiefe : foz which confideratien a Blezing ſtarre was called, a 
figne of Vearncn, A Teken of great frare, by which name ex- 
kellent men, Authozs (JF n:eane) o; Waifers of ſingular lear- 
ning and iudgement haue fecrmed if, Het that the Blazing 
far is to be feared, as if it could doehatme vnto man, but becaule 
the omnipotent God, and guide of the heaucnly hoaft, by the 
ſame/as by a burning beaco)gineth vs warnings e Ew 

0 


— — 


| Of Blazing S tarres. 
of afterclaps and puniſh nents:and ta aſture vs, that hs i? is, and 
none heſides him, that is vaiuecſally to be feared, not with aler⸗ 
uile, but wich a filiallfeace. Conſtdering, that he hath peremp- 
tozy pdwer ouet the whole man, baby and ſoule, bpon which 
parts he conſiſteth: and is of abtiity to tudge va te tempozall 
chaſticement fo2 our amend nent, oꝛ elſe tocond2inns vs to eter- 
nalldeſfrucion,as inſtruments of rep22b itton- 
VBut to retacas to the P20gnoitications of Comets 02 
Blazing Stars, it is found by authozify, that in the time of 
Charles the E nperour,ſucnaimed, the Great, 3 Blazing Starte 
appeared, in the contemplation whereof, the Emperour hauing 
his eyes earneſtiy bent, and conſtdecinʒ pꝛocouadip there pon, at : 
length he was rave info a great aitomih.nent,toucying the ſigni⸗ 
fication of the ſame. And ſending toz a Phyloſapher, nimed 
Eginard; conferred and reaſoned fo and fre with him about this 
Starre, ſaying in concluſion, that the appearing theceof dia 
thꝛeaten vnto him ſome miſerable calamity « Which the Pyy- 
loſopher hearing, to the entent that the © nperoar ſhouta not be 
moze amazed then nedecequired, he rc2eacled tie ſagiag of the 
Pꝛophet in theſe wa2zds : 4 Sromee elumnnitemetuere , Feare 
yee not the ſignes of Heauen, and let notthe vitizas of the firma- 
ment ſtrike terrors into your hearts. l 11cz leateace the E npe⸗ 
rour not milliking, gaue him thanks toꝛ that ca:nfaztablecou;y- 
ſell, ſaging: Chat hetemembꝛed tze dete ofa Chictiaa man ts 
bs this namelp, to ſtand in feare of nathing, but only okhim, 
who bytgereated vs, and allo this Starre. N ich notable ſgxch 
ot ſo fajnous an E nperour, giueth a en ige in tradion, (wi3y 4 
Blazing (Farce may bes called a token o7tecrouc o;aTza? otho2- 
rivle teace. Plinic alſo(many pts pait)aifi: cd, aTomet!ioy; 
aterribie Starre, and ſo inclined fo deſtcud on, that it deſerug> © 
tobe called moꝛtall: as in ths ciuill cammation , whicy was ſu 
thetime of OXwiush's Conſulchip, and alſo in the warres be- A'blazing Har 
tens Pompeius ans Crſir, maay pꝛobadtuties are ta be gi⸗ rc atncth 
theced, pꝛ rather, nig becities to v2.4404ched, To the wozys ? . 
whicg, Plinie, Vi-gi!l(the Pzince of all Posts aad Plinies Pꝛede⸗ 
ceſto ) alludethj in this wile: 12 | 
More flaſhing flames ef lichtnings cleare. _ 
From cloudes ſhine not belo os | 
1 Not 


| 
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Nor Blazing ſtars, whoſc burning beames, 
/ 1 Some fatall fall doth ſhew, &c. 
tf And the lame Poet in another place, inſerteth thefs 


Strange ſtarres did ſnine from skies in darkeſome night, 
And flakes of fire did fill the Ayre with light: 

A Blazing ſtarre with ſiluered ſtrakes did ſhine, 

And — mens hearts fot feare away to pine. 


Whom tte d cet Lucane imitating, and ſetting boſfoze him. 
as a pꝛeſident, ſoʒ the obſeruation of o2der, dleth theſe tearms and 
Phzaſes oiſpech in his Poems» 


Not Blazing ſtarre with glimmering ſtrakes of light, 
And lengthned haires 9 * and white, 
Which brings to men (as many make report) 
Deſtruction dire in lamentable ſort. 


hereby it is to be gathered, that thoſe kinde of TU2ifers 
were not ignoꝛant, that a Tomet oz Blazing Starre, did moſt 
commonly p2eſignifie and fozeſhew ſome imminent miſchieſe, 
which in fract of time ea:neto paſſe, and thervupon grew in vie to 
be called, A terrible or fearcftull ſtartc. 


The miſckiefes which Blazing ſtarres forewarneto en ſue. 


HAP. X. 


FE D:fomach as if is declared already, that Blazing Stetres al- 

wapes ſigniſte nothing elſe, then the app2oacting of ſome 
pernitious and miſchieuous thing, likely afterto enſue: it re- 
mapueth, that this queſtion be dcmaunded. hat mannec of 
euils they be, where Blazing Starres are pzemonffrations, 
and fozetoke ns? Thercunto J make this anſwere: That as 
Blazing Starres are diners , ſo are their cc and euils which 


thep fignifie not allone , but ſund2y anddiffering. And fozſo- 
much as the varietp oꝛ dinerſitie of them is to bæ confidered:ther- 
loʒe it is neceſſ arp, that the effects which follow ſachcauſes, be 
ar⸗ 
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acco2dingly confectin'cd. 
Seme ho.de cpinien, that it is fc be weiked, Which wry 
Blazing ſlarres ſheofe their light, becauſe (ſay tte) iat pait of The obGec? 
the earth ſermeth fo bee thꝛeatned, te wartes Which the Comet uation vicd of 
calleth his beames thickeſt end moſt dircaly. Agaune, it is to be ap- 
noted, frem what ſtarte they receyue theyꝛ foꝛce, aud whence pꝛa - > * 
terdeth ther in fluence, what things they reſemble, and repzelent 
in likenes, and in what places ther appeare. 

Futthernioze, te tcuch the efft ae of Blazing ſtarres, experi- 
ences manifcld ant innumerable haue ſcaled this fez a trueth, 
that ſemetim es theꝝ ſignifit battenneſle ol the earth,ſcmetimes fo =_ 
the fickniff* ot the placut andpeſtitence,ſonitimes earth, and n . 
ſcat ſ.tit di d ſtuals, o metim es creat windcs and ten prfts; cnc n tere 
times ixt. om hett, ſcmeiimes Cathqua kes, ſemetimes the proved trucby 
flo bine d. h fers ber end ther beunds and banks, tothe tos peace. 
mie edicts ct; the land, lemetimes ſeditions, in ſurttcidus, 
crueli con tions, tun ulis ant batteis, ſemetimes chaunge of 
Vengs 8. Lingdems, alteraticrsofcemn on wcalthes, and 
ſuch ſlauphteis 8s dene arc ſea ne: With men moze calas 
mitits mfinite and in: umerable: inſemuch that Lucane the 
Poet thenght it no matter efdoubt, but of affured certainetp.tg 
call a Blazing (tarre,iuch a Starte as tt anged the ſtate of Em- 
pites, and wzeught the alteration of pꝛincipalities. Mis ver- 


les lolle w in this oꝛder. 


Strange Starres were ſeene in darkeſome nigh's, 
The Heauen was on a flame: 
And flakes of fire like burning brands, 
Sore ſights in skies did frame. 
The fearefull Starre which blageth bright, 
And ſpreades his beames vr es | 
And changeth Kingdomes in the Werld, 
In th'ayre aboue abode, 


D 
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1 Sundry examples and teſtimonies, declating the diuers and ma- 
| nifold miſchiefes, which haue follawed the appearing of 
4 / Blazi. g ſtarres. | 
, 


12 any man ſhould thinke this mare fabulous, and a ve- 
ty fozgerp, betauſe I haue ſapde thus much, and that vyon 
the opiniou and authszity of other Mziters, that diners Bla- 
zing ſtars pꝛeſigniſte and giue a fazewarning of diuers miſchiefs 
and euils like to come, it ſœmeth vnto me an enterpꝛiſe wozth wp 
labour, to ſet dswne in afew woꝛds, and the ſelle ſame agraing 
with the true repoꝛts of Hiſtozies, the aſſertion aboue meatis- 
ned not to be imaginacidus oz faigned. Mherein it ſhall not 
ſeeme a matter depending vpon neceſſity, to runne thzough all 
perticu lar examples, and to make an vniuerſall repetition of tes 
ſtimonies from the UWozlvs Creation, (which paſſeth thecapas 
city of my wit focomp2ehend,becaaſe they excæde in multitude) 
But it ſhall rather be lufficient, and much moze pꝛoſit able, out 
of manp to gather a fewe , and ſuch insæde, as antho:s (moſt 
wozthy of credit e) haue ſet do wne in their TWa;ks and Trea⸗ 
tizes. 

a And firſt of all to beginne with the noble Wꝛitecs, and beſt 
A chert enu- àppꝛoued: Tho is ignozant, that after the appestente ot a 
— or Comet in the time of lulius Cæſar, nat onelp ciuill wartes kol⸗ 
iN ih lo wed, in manner molt lamentable, but alſo the death and mur⸗ 
„ch tellon eg ering ol Iulius Cæſar his owne petlon, u bich was moſt uiſe- 
don che ap sable? Who being 56. peares of age, was allalted, and ſet vpon 
þ praring of Ha- in a confpiracte. of o. Pꝛintes and moze, auiong whome wers 
ung fanes, C. Caſſius, Marcus, and D. Brutus, and being go ed thꝛough and 
ſlaſht with 23. wounds. in the Court ef Pompeius deſpitefuile 
: 3*cihev, whoreof P. Virgilius, Lucanus Plinic, Suetonius Ap- 
pianus, Plutacchus, and diuers other TUziters of great authazity 

are witneT?s, 
CU 1at (hauld J linger Ig1x in the regetition of thoſs ſtrange 
be 0: ks, of (19w ?s.y13128, inu nd itioaisok waiters, and other 
thocala miles, 64; follo v: ye 30 % ring ol the ſa me Bla- 


Ang 


OfBlazing Starres. 


zing Starre : Which F. Horatius doth not nakedly teſctibe, but 

fngularly ſet downe with a kinds cemplaynt. 

Who knoweth not, what an vaſpeakeableveſclativn , and 
wonderful ouerthzow of Hieruſalems Citp, ſollo wrd altei the rp- 
peating of a cerfaine Blazing Stat, which vas ſa ne in ite apꝛe, 
(Ioſephus and Euſebius faithfully affirming no lelle) by the ſpace 

of a whole peare, burning with flames of lamentable deſttuc⸗ 

tion? | 
Tho ſelfe ſame miſerable maſſacre and de ſolation followey 
ſhoꝛt lx alter this Blazing Starre, which the Loꝛd himſelfe, the 
Father of all mercy, and Judge of all reuengement, did net one⸗ 
lp fozetell manp peates, ere it tame to peſſe: but ailc wept fo2 
very ſozrow ol heart, as he was pꝛopheſping to Jeruſalem, her 
ſharpe Tikitation. Foz our S auicur Chziſt (as the Cuangeliſts 
teſtifie)behelving the City, wept euerher , and lounded as it 
were, in ber cares this ſozrowtall ſentence: If thou haddeſt 
known(ſaithhe)in that thy da thoſe things which belonged to 
thy peact, and now are hidden from thine eyes, &c. 

Did not the death of thai mioſt godly andreligious Emperour 
Conſtantine, fell w and ine the appearing oi a Blazing Sta: re, 
which woes ane Ann. Dom. 3 04. being of an vnaccuſtomedbig- A Blazing 
nes, f ot᷑ no le ile hoʒre to beholꝭ:? And did not therupcn like wile 3 ele | 
follow an erca ding dangerousinſurregioninthe Empire,wher- Pm pern 
in (among many murthers) the Empers; Conftantius was ſpoy- Conftacine, 
led ol his life in the Caſtle of Helena. not farre from Spaine, 

In the peare 444. a Blazing ſtarre was ſæne, which as it 
gaue p2efigurations & fozetokens ofafterclaps,ſo did there enſus 
moſt miſerable ſlauters 4 calamifyes, ſpecially in France, and not 
long after Collen (being aſſalted a befieged ofthe Hunnes) was 
ranſackf,ſpoiled,and made tuen ina manet with the ground: and 
the moſt Catholicke Emperour Martian, was in a conſpiracy of 
his own ſubieas (contrary to the religious oath of alleagiaunce) 
murthered and made away at Conſtantinople. 

After the appearing ofa Starre, in the yeareof our L 02d, 584 

there followed ſuch an inundation of waters, in tuery place ol 

the land, that it was auerted and bel@ned, a ſecond deluge 02 v- 

niuerſall loud, to haue bens pꝛepated ſoz the dzowning of 

the whole Wozld, Alter that gnſned in Italie, ls hote a peſti- 
| D 2 lence, 


| 


' 
| 
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ente, that within the compalCe ok a little time, many thouſands 
doed in mamer mott lamentable. Not long after that, Rome 


A marucllous fated of the wilpge ; fo2 the Lombards laping fiege againſt it, 


inundation of made hauocke thereof out of meaſure. Upon the taple of which 

RL” (harpe puailh nent, there followed a wozſe; foz the Sarazens 

1 ca: roſs vp with kerne laokes and bending bzowes, compelling the 

warned by a third part(almott)ofthe Moꝛld which pzofeſſed-Chziſtianity,to 

Blazing ſtarre. fall to Apoſtafie,a::d to take part with then in their damnable 
ſect of diueliſh Idolatrp, and deteſt able ungodlineſſe. 

In the peare of dur Loꝛd eight hundzed and thirt&ne, there 

was a Blazing ſtar ſæne moſt ſtrange and terrible, wheceupon 

A Blazing iaſued the death of that moſt Chzilian Emperour Carolus 

{tar appcare d Magnus, The Sarazens aſſaulted Italy, and with violence 

ocfore the gf (wo2d and warlike Engines, ouercame and pꝛeuapled: not 

BR wm without the ruine of many a beautt{ull building, and ſhedding 

bk much bloud. 

In the peare of our Lo2d, 1254. there appeared a Blazing 
ſtarre, which did poztend amamteſt ſhew of much miſchiele and 
niſery: fo2tn the peare of our Lo2d, 1302. next enſuing, that 
memonzable and bioady battell oi Flanders was fought, which to 
hi ir n 1 the Frency menpuncipally miniſtred occaſion of many a lamen⸗ 
7 . table Alas: fo2in that battell, the floure ofthe French Armie, 
n Plazing 3 meane thechiefeſt in place and countenance, ardthe gemme 
dan 8. cf all their gloꝛy, Went to wꝛacke, ſuffering death no leſce igno⸗ 

minicuſſpthen tyzannically. And after that, Rodulph the Ems 

perout, making ſiege againſt Verona, ſuſtained great loſſe ol his 

veſt appointed Souldiers, the Switzers, whoſe bloud embzued 

he blades of their enewies, their bodyes lying vpon the ground 

gtouc ling and ſenſelelle: and the Emperour himſclfe fighting 

agatalt Albert D. of Auſtria, was ſlain, only Emperour elected 

hut not crowned. Now, what manifolde miſeries and mil 

A blaz1og ſtar chieſts. a Blazing ũatte which ſhosteth bpward, the head hang⸗ 

„duns, ing downeward, doth betoken, map ſoone be percepued, known 

ene hat hy the experience ofa Blazing ſtarre, which appeared in the 

e Meſt, and fooke his courſe towards the Nozth, which Starre 

was ſerne in the peare of eur Lozd, 1363. The woes whereof 

A. this Starre gaue fozeknowlerge, fell vpon the Frenchmen, to 
their. no ſmall ſnart, and lamentable vnlukjn elle. 


Tr 4:1 15 vat- 


Kos 


| 
Foz in a foughten field againſt the Turkes, how{2lf, out ofthg: 
compaſſe of the Fcench dominion, they were viſco:nfticd aud o- 
uert52zowne, ahundzea thouſand of ther: lame with the word, 
among which numbec was the Dake of 1Zacxundy, wo With 
| the reſt, lock his life without recoueip. | 
f 429t long after which inkoz unate conflict, namelp, in the 
peate 1 our Lozd, 1406, Lolouicee Duke of Clarence, 
and b2qther to the French King, was murthered at Paris most 
trapterduſlp, and frandulentip: thi olle of whoſe life was death 
and deſtruction to a great number. 
7 And{tyat J may grob to an end who dIth not remember, 
what gtienous calamities did follow the appeart ng of a Bla- 5 
zing ſtarre, inthe peate of our Loꝛd, a thouſand loure hundꝛed ä 
th2wxicqze and twelue, in the Moneth of Januarp, ouer Colen 
Eaſtward, to the terrour of the Scholders, and aſtoniſhment 
of the bearers? There followed hereugen, in the Summer 
next, and immediatelg enſuing, a marnelieug heate, engendꝛed 
| enzry where in the earth, which was of (uh) Ueength and behe. 
meneis, that in ſo ne plates, the ſirſt burll out, and caſt vp with 
it, euch the very ſand and graveil. Yereupon followed, net 
| here and there, but euerp where battels and murthers, moztall 
maladies, loathſome ficknetſes , moſt nopſome and infections; 
pea, ſ9hozrtble, that 3 want witte, ertherin watting to leaue 
them witneTed oz bp vtterance to make them manifeſt. At 
which time aiſo, the right renswaicy Charles Duke of Burgun- 
die; paſſed many warrelike adventures , and atchieued many a 
artiail explopte, to his no (inal! commentation, and encreaſe 
of d2iccued pꝛapſe, not withſtanding ihe ſuccefie of battel is doybt- 
full and dangerous. 
Inthe peare of cur U ozd, 1408, there appeareda Blazing 5 
ſtarte, Which as in fight it was wonderkull ans terrible , ſo it Further' mi- 
| | | : x chiefes which 
— miſchieke no leſſe innumerable, then either to heate, , colloncd 
7 ſe, 02 recount is moſt lamentabls: Fo2 not many dapes after, aer Blazing : 
* Luyckefell, andcertayne men to the number of 40. were cru- ſtarres. 
| elly ſlain e. About that time alſe, (the Pruſſians entring battell 
againſt the Ring of Poland, were fopled,q a laughter, the like not 
heard ol) made of them in the conflict, At the ſame time alſe, was 
tha Councel at Piſa diſſolued by a _— mult danabie, the cauſe 
| 3 UN thew 
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their tenuetatien and mating, being koꝛ the makitigandcenfirs 
Tj ; ming c; vmtie. | 

Ther cabont alſo begen te Ctuich to be rllerrerde, artto 
. ſ;and in hazardefharicike: wheſe peclent cliifiivi Sigiſmund 
| | the Ving o! Hungaric ſic wid himlelſe te be, n ſuch ſeat with va- 


kancic of (pitit,ttathe wicttwrelitezierſyital crge tottürna⸗ 

med, Then cl Chꝛriſtian King. Tlus fair teuching the e⸗ 

nils xea the bet pts of tuils u hich blozing ſtaries l ut pꝛetinded 

| obſetued by experience and tixall to be tine, by the tuent t falling 

I Theconcluſi- out of many milſoztunts, Which balh long age e, and alſo ok late 

on of this haue happened. It icmaincth that we knew, k betherthey ber 

Chapter. not fozctokens allc ofſe me god, Whith allheughmanp vtterlp 
denp, pet neurctheleſle reade cur ſurther iudgement. 


Whether Blazing Starres , doe not as well betoken good, 
as ill. 


CHAP, XII. 


H Auing befoze declared, by reaſons not a few, and pꝛoued allo 
by examples of veritie an dtrueth, that blazing ſtarres ( fo 
molt patt) ate pꝛeſgniſicent ſhewes and token s of ſeme 
| miſchiefeand euill: me thinkes Jheare one alking me this que⸗ 
2 _— ſtion. Whether Blazing ſtarres are not tokens of god, as they 
fenes ent Are ſignes of euille To whom J make this reſolution. Firſt, ſo 
em God, fatte fœath as ble aing ſtarres be (upernaturall , there ſameth in 
this matter to reſt no donbt: becauſe Almighty God, in the vn- 
ſearchable pzofunditis of his wiſedeme, is wont by the appeering 
of Stars, to giue ſignes to his beloued ſcinants(whom no doubt 
he hath'foze elected ts ſalnation) as wel oſ iepſul newes as alio of 

heaup tidings. ; 
Thc Raabe F029 hath he not by therifing of the Raine bow. in the clouds of 
> petpetuall he auen, ſealed ſecurity and want of ſeare to the wozld,frombeing 
aſſurance of d20wnd, as ſomtimes it was in the dapes of our great Ancients? 
Gods tanhfull Did he not by the retroceſſion and backe ward going of the nn 
promiſe, (contrary to the oꝛder of his courſe) flgnifievnto Ezechias, that 


bis life hold bepꝛolonged, and the number of his dayes wers 
augmented ? Did he not alſo ſignifievnto all nations that A, 


— 
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| Ol Blazing Starres. 
| light was come into the &i zl, which (honid ſhine in darknee, 
namely, Jeſus Chꝛiſt fo be bozne fog the ſaluation of allpcople: 
which thing he would haue teſtified by the app:acing of anew 
£21entali Statre, viũble to the eyeg ofthe Tliſemen, ind gloꝛp⸗ 
dulip Utertng ? Een ſo doublleſſe, there is notauſe, w3p the 
- fight ofa Blazing Starre ſhaulo not bꝛæde in vs, as well hope of. 
lome god, as feare of ſome ill, actoꝛding to the place and time, En hang 
where e when it appeareth, fate it is ſayd?, Feare not the ſignes pateten tome, 
| ofheauen whichthe Gentiles feare; becauſe the lawesofthe peo £004, g 
dle arevaine. y then ſhould we ſtand in teare of thoſe things, 
| whichhanenot in them power, epther to do good 02 hatm: Again 
; ſo far foꝛth as Blaſing Stars are natural, it is not to be doubted , 
but that the appeariag of them map poztend, and loꝛeſhew kome 
good: which is no hard oz intricate matter to declare, as well be 
reaſon, as alio by exainples 
Fo; inſomuch as blazing- Star es ate made of ſtue Planets, as 
Abicnus affirmeth, namely, of Ve»us, l upi:er, Mars, Saturne, x 
Mercuric:and that thoſe blazing ſtarres which are made of Ve- 
nus and Ilupicer, are pzincipallo the beſt and l:ckyeſt,it cannot o- 
therwiſe be,but that blazing ſtars, theſe ſpecially which here 
their influencefrom Venus and Iupiter, (hculd ſometimes beto- 
ken good, and not euermoze euill. An example of good credit map 
that Blaz ng ſtar be, which when it appꝛated, was indged lo 
happy and feztunate to the Emperout Czar Auguſlus, that then 
it was begun to be woꝛſhipped in the Temple of Rome, and no 
where alſo thzoughout the whole wozlo: becauſe the Cmperour 
beginning thoſe ſhewes 4 Pageants triumphant:was by the aps 
pꝛacuig ot that ſtar ſeuen dapes continuance tn the Region of 
heauen, put in hopꝛ and expectation afoze hand, ot excæding great 
fel:ctip and happineſſs ts eaſue: which vada195tediyheecb:ained 
in ſuch lozt and manner, that nanein rectinent was counted 
happier then happy Auguſtus, as none was named better then 
the goed Traianus. 
Mbꝛꝛouer, vpon the appearing of that ſtar, there bꝛedde in the 
minds oc the Commonalty an opinion ok great teuerence, to wit 
that by the blazing ſtar was ſignified, the ſcule of Cæſar. to bee 
receꝑued to immoꝛtalitp, and to eniop among the Gods abouns 
dance of bleſleꝛnes: then which ſiznification, they * 
f | ing 
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14 | tmgmo2e toyfull oz comfoztable.& that we (6 cit ty rrog/cn 
0 ö and example, that theirconiecure end cpintctteth rete'wayes 


deſerne bela e, which ſay:that blzing Staries reker üpptate, tut 

{Th thereafter lolloweth ſome miſchiete ai.di'!.@Tcuchirg which mat. 

Wa 1 ter, moꝛe might be ſayd to the increaſe of cemfezt,and the dꝛiuing 

FT awas ol deſparꝛe ſrom the hca ts of th: people, then we are di 
ſpoled at this time ts call to meme;y, 


To what Countries, and to what perſons blazing ſtarres doe 
principaliy betuken ill. 
CHAP. A114 


| Ve quefttonis aſked;Zo what Countries, and to what peo- 
ple ſpectally,blazing ſtarres thzeaten miſchieſe. Unto which 
demand doubtleſſe, (might think nocertain anfwerean be made: 
becauſe all blazing ſtarres are net alike, nepthtt haue their gene- 
ration from ene and the ſelle ſame cauſt:bul ſeme ol them arenas 
turall, other ſupernaturall, and pzceeduig ſten. Ge in the height 
of the heaurns. 

Againe, they are without difference, ſo doubtſull in their ſigni. 
fications, that Lucanus ſtppoſeth theit influence to beſo general, 
that the bcholders ol them. eyther on Sta o: Land, cannot aſſtte 
themſelues of ſafety : and thereſc2e they are vniverſally to bee 

Blazing ſtars feared. 
ue way cat Untowhoſe opinion J willingly aſſerf, when blazing ſtarres 
ec (ſupernatural and pꝛocæding fron; God)do appeare. Fez this is 
and land. be à certainty,that it is Gods u ibby them to betcken and thzeas 
ten ſome yll, to all perſons in generall,which hauin x offended and 
done wickedly ageinſt the pꝛeſcript of bis holy Law; withdzaw 
not themſelues from that puddle cf pollution and filthines, v her⸗ 
in they wallo w: but continue alife aden and cuercharged with al 
manner of miſctziele: whom he of his ſingular cen paſſion and 
clemencte, would reuoke from their ſinfulneſſe, by the viGon and 
ſigbt of blazing ſtarres, às it were by hoꝛtible thzt atninꝗs and te⸗ 
vckements,that by refozming their obom in able liues, tt ey might 
frame their conuerſation acceptable in his ſight, acce:ding to his 
vnſpeakeable bountifulneſſe, long ſufter ing, and patience, who 
fill loketh fo2 repentance befoꝛe he taketh vengeance. As may 
manifeſtly be gathered, by his dealing with the Hicroſolimites, 
whom 
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alt. 
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Whem he atmoniſt eth oſthci wickednefſe, by a mot hoztibls 
Blazing Starre, of a whole prates apptating, daply laking when 
tber would be watuld, er d wlleprerntet with'pꝛeterce, to 
pꝛeueut Gods ſharpe puniſhment. 
But touching nafurall Blaſing Stare, Phrloſcpherg ert Aſtic⸗ 
nomers haue other wiſe tudged,hcwbeit,neilhet they tell et app IP 
time arpeare withcut the ſingular ſufferance of God, c feweno-,,*l 5, e 
tablecauſe wozthy remembꝛance. ez nyſelſe, tes I lay, bat rer re at Gods 
as J am not of bclafe, that they betcken er dpꝛeur in wezking op peintmene, 
as the Aſtrologians dꝛeame: Se Jronet vitcriy cenden re ſuch 
as hold it much matetiall, s gieatip te be rtgarttd:te werd what 
part of the wozid they ot and caſt their beanis,frou: wb at Fats 
they dzaw their infiuencies and feꝛct:in what Cu ut ardlike» 
nefle they appt at e, what celeur they catip, at wiatſcaſcn ofthe 
rearethey fc win Wheat plece, vntii uhatcelefiellügres,end 
under what Planets aſpect. Foz ſeme theie are, which held this 
opinion (thsugh grounded vpen no kind oftealon) that a blazing 
ſtarre bearing the likent ſſe of a Lute, I ai pe, oʒ ſen bla ble inſliu⸗ 
ment, betekineih ſomewhat ts Puſicke and Pinutel ie, end to 
the folle wers of ſuch vanities, Solikt wiſe when they carty this 
rep;eſentation oz that, to haus in their likenefſes ſen blant fignt- 
fications. | 
Againe, other are of this indgement ,thatſuch Blazing. Starrcs 
as appears vnder Satur ne, ate ofa leaden tolt ux: Vader Jupiter The colour 94 
white: under Mars, red: nder Sol, Golden:tnder Mercuiic, light Blazing farts 
azur:whereuponit is thought ns hard watttr, to tell what they A linge“ 
fignifis in nalure generally.Yowbeit,to petlous placed in digni- REN: 
tp, as to Popes, Catdinals,Biſhops, Emperozs,Kigns, X ukes 
and ſuch like as are of place and ceuntenance in the Conimon- 
wealth, theyllozeſhew (ome tuill: wherein as J hold it reverence 
to be filent : ſo were it ouermuch boldnes and pꝛeſumption to be 
medling. What fherefoze may beſayd in this point, let Aſtrono- 
moers ew their cunning. 
How and what way Blazing ſtarres are fore warning ef ſom- 
| what te cemc,and efforce ſo to doe. 
| CHAP, XIV, 
Although it may ſ@medinerſely and many wapes pzobable, 
that blazing-Starrcs fozeſhew —— pet — 
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11h | withfanding it is not neceCary, that we Gould bel&ue (as the 
1 Aſtrologians raſhly hold opinion) that they can be fignes oꝛ to- 
/ [1 kens of that thing, whereafthey arenscauſe. oz ablazing ſtar 
j cannot be epther the cauſe, oꝛ the effect of warre o2 death: albeit, 
: 1 


it pꝛognoſticate and foꝛeſhew ( as a ſigne from a naturall cauſe) 
both the one and the other. 
It may be (J will not deny) the cauſe after a ſozt; as if that 
| whicy is the cauſe of warre and peſtilence, we ſuppoſe alſo to bee 
| the cauſe of the blazing ſtarre. 
| | Bains lars As when aboundance of vapours are dꝛawne vp into the alre, 
e alter 15 which being kindled and let on fire, there followeth and enſueth 
the generation efa blazing ſtarte, and infection ofthe aire, which 
\.. bꝛadeth plague and peſtilence , moving mens minds to muti⸗ 
Zi tk nies,thzough the increaſe and plenty of choller ſtirred vp in them: 
a whereby they runne with maine fo2ce to harnefſe and weapon, 
ö and ſo to battel and blaudſhed, not fœling in them any rule of rea⸗ 
ſen, xeſtravning them in this their rachnes. Yereupon (as it is 
not valike) ſpꝛing commottons in kingdomes, and mutations. 
cf Tommonwealths, then deſtructions: foz, A realme diuided 
within it ſelt, being vnable long to laſt, muſt needs come to loſſe. 
81421195 firs Furkhermoꝛe, ſæ ing that the generation of a naturall Blazing 
T toro lens of Starre , impozteth that in ſome place hath benegreat heate and 
bacrenaeile, dzought, ( fo otherwiſe ſuch ſtoze of matter as is required to- 
wards the ingendzing thereof, could not be dzawne bp :) it is 
wont to come to paſſe, that blazing ſtarres doecommonly thzeas 
ten barrenneſſe to Sandie,andnot to Fenny Countries. 
Now, becauſe it islikswiſe kns wne, that by fozce of Starres, 
Mn Hig manpenuenomed and inſecious vapours aſcend, it ſeemeth cre- 
„ 0652 Didle that ablazing ſtarre is a fozewarning of a following petti⸗ 
pcitlence and lence, ingendꝛed th2ongh the ay;e,being choked and poyſoned by 
tale. bapours of ſuch quality. By Which means in like maner,dzought 
ſetteth mens hearts on fire, and dꝛiueth them koz ward to fall at 
ſtcike, bꝛalling, battell, and blodſhed:it troubleth the bꝛain, eſtran⸗ 
geth the ſeaſeg, and thus ariſeth ſeditions. To conclude with the 
purpoſe, it is nat are atly neceſſary in this declaration to vie lon- 
ger delay ſince Jan of this belete,that God (ofthe abeundance 
nk his ſoue towards vᷣs, which is vnmeaſurable) by nature, as a 
means oꝛ mote inſtrument, cauſeth ſuch and ſach blazing ſtarres 
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Of Blazing Starres. 


fo appeare:w the intent, th at he might by them (as by pꝛemoniſh⸗ 
ments and fozc warnings) put vs in mind to remen ber, that it 
is time to ſ rt from inne, and to pʒepate out hearts with repen⸗ 
fance,fo2 pꝛeuenting of thoſe ſharp and ſmarting whips of Gods 
bengeance, which by luch Blazing Starres, at Gods commande- 
ment, ars thzeatned. Foz he neuer oz very ſeldome, ſince the crea⸗ 
an ef the weꝛld plagued any people:but he ſent among them ſ2mns 
ligne thereof, foz their pꝛeparation to penitence, as in holy Sctip⸗ 
tures it is at large declared. 


Wny Blazing Starres de ſpceially betoken ill to Peeres, Po- 
tentates, Rulers ef Realmes and Commenwealthes, &c. 


CHAP. XV, 


C is tho opinion of ſome, though erronious, that blazing ſtars 
do — betosken ill to Pꝛinces and great men, and to their 
Ningdomes alſo and Realmes thzeaten ſomemiſchieſc:ta ſuch 
wiſe,that it hath bene obſerued and marked, that no blazing ſtar 
almoſt bath appeared, but either death, oz elle ſome ill hath hap- 
ned after,to ſome noble perſonage in the land; as by our fozmer 
examples it is left verified: which mays Lucan the Poet to wzite 
ol them, in this wile; 


A Blazing Starre in fight moſt ſtrange, 
The ſtate of kingdomes,which doth change. 


But it is heredomandev, what the canſe ſhonld be, that Bla⸗ 
zing Þtarresdo ſpecially betoken ill to Emperours, ings, and 
ſuch like noble perſonages ? J anſwer, that there is none other 
canſe, as they ſuppoſe, ſo farrs fozth as Blazing Starres be na- "SINE. 
turall, then becauſe ſuch great eſtates and Peres of Realmes i- ar be 
ning mozs delicately and vntem pe rately then other: are ſoner to Pecres 
ſubiet and ſurpziſed with cozrupt ond empoyſoned apze: and ſo and Poten- 
they carrying cloſe within them, and ſecretly nouriſhing the cauſe 0e. 
of ill in themſelues , being vapatient and not able to indure 
the wozking of medicinable receipt s, quickely periſh and miſ- 
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ATreatiſe in generall 


1 Wut ſo fare koꝛth az Blazin z-Starces ace ſupernaturall, and 
þ asthep hie th2ic p23c034x 419 being from the omnipotent 
/ God, itis tho ait this to be the cru'e: nu nele, that God is pꝛe⸗ 
5 pacing a plaguzazaintT them, thx the blacke tents of his in dig 

f . nation are pitching, that the weapons of his vengeance ace wyet - 

1 ted ax4inſt them, whereok he giueth foꝛswarnings, like a moſt 
| mercikall Father: to the end thoy might vnderſtand, that the 
\ 16 cauſe of th:8G3ds iuſt dealing, (being nne and wickednss,) is 
3 either in Pꝛinces them elues, 02 elſe in the people vnder their 

iq vagcatious gouernment:in conſideration whersof,as well pzince 

| as pꝛople might ſ& the hozrour and abhomination of their olone 

ſin tall liues, and flysto repenfance, whereunto God lo fatherly 

The wicked, Would win them by fozewarnings That accozding to the exam - 

nel: ofthe pls ofthat haly King, they may lift vp bath hearts and hands fo 

\ peopic5im- heauen, ſaging: Enough now 3 thy hand. It is I that haue 
parcd to the ofended:itis I that haue done wickedly : as for theſe innocent 
9 ſheepe, what harme haue they done? Furthermoꝛe, to whom doth 
a Blazing Star betoken ſomewhat fo follow, if not fo the King? 

Foꝛ in that it ſigniſieth ſomewhat to the Kealme, it muſt extend 
euen to the perſon ofthe Ring, ws bath the ruls and gouernment 
ofthat Realme:betauſe he is a Ring by bis Kingdome, and be- 
cauſe the wickednes of the kingdome, is reputed the wickednoſſe 
of the King, who either by his eaſample atueth occaſion of wick⸗ 
A hewvrec. ednelſle: oz elſe hauing power and authoalty to ſuppzege ſinne in 
konino tor the people, neglecteth not withſtanding the due execution and ads 
ſuch as arein miniſtration ofiuſtics: ſo that the ſaying of the Apoſtle is moſt 
zuthoritie and certaine and vndoubted: that, All thoſe whom God hath placed 
* in authozitp, giuen pꝛeheminence vnto, are tped fa the neceſſity 
ofthis heaup reckning, not only to ſtand acconniable to almighty 
God foz their owe, but᷑ alſo foz the ſoules of all ſuch ouer whom 
thep haue charge. And therefoꝛe right aptip ſpake that moſt wiſe 
and wozthy King Dauid to all Rings, (and vnder their title, to all 
ſach az excell other in office dignitis:) And now ye kings ( ſaith 

he) vnderſtand, be ye learned which judge the earth, ſerue the 

Lord with feare, &c. 


And thus farre touching this matter, which though it be but 
bluntly and and ſhoztly deliuered, pet is it ts be marked. 


of 


Of Blazing S tarres. % 
Of a certaine Blazing ſtarre which appeared in the yeare, 1531, 
the 19. of Sept. at Mentz, a City in Germany, and was ſenſi- 
bly ſeeene like wiſe in other places. 
| CHAP, XVI. 
Queſtion is asked, what that Blazing Narre which was 
'Aſen2 in thepeare 15 3 1:might ſigniſte, and to whom it is a 
fozecoken of ſome euill to enſue. In anſwering wherenato, J 
would to God, might not tell the truth ſo directly, as Jꝛid of 
aa Earthquake 3,years pat, the cf:t3 whercof, tha City of 
Mencz,not without trembling taſted. The Blazing Tarre which 
appeared, 1531, betokens a heauie burthen of vengeance, not 
orcly tothe Fate tempozall, but alſo eccleſtaſticall: ea it thzeat- 
neth a plague to the whole woꝛld. The faſhion and likenes ther⸗ 
of ſigniſieth no leſſe, foꝛ it was to ſe to in foꝛme of abzeme,o2 a F 
bundell of reds : which figure of a cod we doubt, fozwarneth vs 
of that rad, wherofthe Lozd ſpeakety by f5o Prophet: I will vi- _ 
lie their iniquities with the rod, and their {11s with ſtripes. Foz 
Almighty God vleth foz moze certainety or fozewarning, to giue 
vnto ſignes and tokens, ths likenefſes oithings ügnifed, ang 
betokened. As ſoz example. 
At what time his will was fo loze warne the Iewes of the Bay 
by lonian captiuity,he ſpake thus to leremic the Pꝛophet: Make 
thee fetters and chaines, and put them about thy necke, &c. Ther- 
by to ſignifte their captiuity. So the ſame God, gaue a ſign in the 
ax ꝛc of Titus and Veſpakian;his huge hoaſt againſt leruſalem, to 
lan it waſte:armed men with ſpeares and lances, running to and | 
{ro in warlit;e wile, which though they ſaw mantfeitly,yet ceaſt 
tycy not to liue as they were wont, oſt wickedly,the vengeance 
of God falling vpon them, which by thoſe fozewarnings was 
p;0p5efied. | | 
In the peare, 1500,thete was («ne falling from heauen dpon 
mens garments, Croſſes, and thece appeared in ſenſible manner, range Gohe 
as certaine fignes wh at ſhould after come to paſſe:namely, that and wonderinl 
bloudy battell betwene the two wozthy P2inces Rupert the 3. forewarning 


fon of Philip, Pallegtaus of Rhene,and Pzince Elecoz, and the 2 —_ 


noble Pzince Albert, Duke of Bauaria: ths enſignes of the one 


hauing blacke ccofſes, t the other red:ſo that in the yeare 1504. 


was ſalfilled that which in the yeare 1500. Was lozetolde 
| E 3 Where- 
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A Treatiſe in general 
Mhereloꝛe it is to bee feared, leſt the Blazing Karre which 
was ſerne in the likenefſe ofa rodde, thꝛeaten vnto vs that rodde 
which the Pzophet ſpake of, wherew!th God is purpoſed in iu⸗ 
ſtice to viſite the wicker nelle of the people. Foz ik this Blazing 
ſtarre bee naturall, wer ſhall perctpue nothing in it, which betoke⸗ 
All ichie Neth not ſome great 2uitl. Firſt, becaule it blazedſo even from 
i nen ens the Wctlt to the Nozth, from whence(as witneſſeth the }320- 
Noe phet) all miſchiete doth pꝛecede, hauing neuertheleſſe an aſ- 
i North. pts into otherguarters ofthe woꝛld terrible 4 th2etning enough. 
10 It was variable in colour, ſemetimetimes pale, that is, 
it L eaden and Saturnine, ſometimes Red and Martiall. A62e- 
uer, in ſs much as it continued (by tbe auerment of Afﬀrono- 
mers) vnder Saturne and Mars, Planets and Signes of vn- 
luckie influence: it lemeth to betoken not onely vnto one, oz 
two Countries, but to the whole Monzld, lamine, warre, and 
' peſtilence : fo2 it blazed moſt tei ribly ints all parts ofthe wozlo. 
; Furthermo2e, tithe ſame Blazing ſtarre were ſupernatural, 
and immediate from Sod, contrarp tothe courſe and c2der of 
Nature, it might nct ctherwiſe be thought, but that it beteke⸗ 
ned to the wozlo much miſerp and wos: fo2 God thereby ſigni⸗ 
fiev,that his vengeance was to tome bpon all wicked wozlp- 
lings, and vpon all ſuch perſons, as (to then impenitence )iopne 
centinuante in ſinne. 
Nod, who hath the face to ſay againſt this, that the Moꝛlde 
Bath taken ſuch a ſurfet in iniquitie, and is become ſo dzunken in 
ail abomination, that Gods meccy is changed into iudgement, x 
his patience into puniſhment, his love into wꝛath, and his kinds 
neſſe into furp: in ſuch wiſe that it map be ſuppoſed, God fo 
ſpeake vnto vs by this Blazing ſtarte, as it were out of a clonde, 
in this manner: The end of all fleſh is before me. The whole 
earth is filled full oft} eir iniquity, and I v ill ſweepe them away 
1 from the face ofthe earth, For they haue all played the ſtart backs, 
A fee they haue walked in the hy- weyes of wickednes, and are becom 
ee. 4 vnprofitable: inſamuch that there is none that doth good, no not 
exprefling his One. Which as none can denp, o Ithinke none dares but thus 
ach concei . Confefſe, that the Blazing ſtar ſeene in dur Horizou, betokeneth 
1 mn a common calamitp, conſidering how iniquity doth abennd in a 
28 places, and that ſinne is growne to aperfect maturity and ripe- 
neſle: 
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Of Blazing Starres, 


nee which 55d othts mercy giue vs grace to amend, that we 
fæle not the heate de his conluming anger, whereof hee hath (ent 
vs a lozewarning. 


Whether ſuch euils as Blazing ſtars betoken, may by any meanes 
eyther be preuented or auoyded, 


CHAP. XVII 


T remapnet6(moſt puiſlant C:npercur)ihe pꝛemiſles conſide- 

red, that pour Baieſty taking the ing of Niniuie foꝛ an exam- 
ple, tiſe vp from pour ſeate of Royalty, and putting on fackcloath 
together with vs your people, lift vp our hands and hearts tohea- 
uen, pꝛaping to God moſt heattilyike humble luters. 

Now who is ſo blunt of iudgement, and dal of vaderſtanding 
that ſ&@th not that theconfeſſion ok offences, the repentance and 
contrition of heart, the humbling and lub mitting gur ſelnes both 
in ſoule and body vader ths might hand of the ommpotent God, 
will pacifie and all wage the fleccenetfe of his fury, and ſo pace 
vs in compaſſton, thꝛongh vafained repentance, that wee pezith 
not as outcaſts fromhis fauour. 

 UWiy ſhould we not haue this hope and confidence in God , 
conſidering that to the penitent Niniuites he did not ſhutte the 
gates ol his compaſſion, but ſceing their connerſton and fo2ſa- 


God doth nor 
exclude the 


penitent from 


kisc of ſinne, with the denpall ol themſelges, and all goodnes in the chrone of 


them, he rec2pucd them againe to wmetcy, from which by their ande re- 
| CCLlauctti mem 


linnes they were befoze ercluded. — 


[Furtherinoze,itts not na vc ul that we ſtand in ke are of the 
celeitiall Signes, becauſe without God they haue no power at al 
to p2cuayle againſt any people: but being his ſeruants, are at his 
commaundement, from whom all ſtacs and all creatures haue 
their office and miniſterp. To conceyue terroꝛ andicare therefoze 
at the appearing of a Blazing ſtar, as betokening ſome euill like 
to follow it is extteame n dneſſe:let vs rather tremble at his al⸗ 
mightine s, and feare the coaſuming flames of his iuſtice, who is 
iht Creatoz and maker. not anely of Blazing ſtars, but alſo of the 

nne, Moone, and lanets, yea of reaſonable man. 

And let vs aot thinke, but that God, who framed the 
| whole 


"| 
; 


| 


Tr is goc d to 
de v arne d by 
t he example 
of others. 


his power, which filleth allplaces, cheunge 


— — 


—— — 


whote werld, the beavenabcue, and the cal h below is able (a 2 


he made lhem ) lo to dule them: fo2 at his ccm moendemenk are all 
things within the cempaſſe ol the Heauen, be ther Stattes, 02. 
whatſocuer elſe : ſo that he can, 1 fo the greafnefſe of 
nd diſpele them, al. 
ter his owne pleaſure: pea the thꝛeatning tokens of big indge⸗ 
ment and vengeance , will he turn into fozbgarancs and foꝛzgiue⸗ 
neſſe, if we penitentip neglea net (as did the Icwes) the tie of 
our Uiſit ation: Foz thep being warned by many wonders, and 
among others, by a Blazirgſlette, ol no le ſſe hoꝛtour then con- 
tinnancs: lay luggtng in the Couch of ſecurity and careleſnefſe, 
and not regarding the thꝛtats of E ed toz ſinne, epther of wiliuil 
blindne ſſe, oꝛ ſtout ſſubboꝛnneſſe, ceuntedtheſe tokens of Cots 
vnlufferable wzath, clementat ic appatitiens and foxes ma relp 
contemptibie. | 
But let vs net \rFcr cur ſtiuts lo be lulltd a ſlũ pe in the tra⸗ 
dle of ſenſu altſy; Lit vs nct ka dzunken with thedares of their 
ebominatien: Let nol the Lanities of cur qwne hearts ſo be⸗ 
witch vs, that weſallinto a ſiieloue and liking of cur cwne 
ſelues, negltaing the p;cffered lime of grace andleuing kindnes 
leſt God dekuerivig vᷣs cuer to repzebaticn in his vnappeaſeable 
diſpleaſure, plague vs with the ſame rod of 2 int ſoꝛ cur 


| vngracienſnes, wht with he toke vengeante vpon them foz 


their wilfull Kubbozneneſo. Which that it may net tene to 


paſſe, let vs in time turne to the Lo2d,andindve ſeaſen take his 
fatherly admonitions, as teady meanes to lead vs to repentance 
and the auopding ofthe ſcourge ol deſtrucion, wherewith he pus 


niſheth the impenitent. From the which deliver vs © Lozd 
God. 


To tke Almighty, Eucrlafting. Inuifible, and onely wiſe God, 
bee All, aboue All, and in All, all Laude , Honour, Glo- 


rie, Dominion and Maieſty for euer and euer, Amen, 


FINIS. 
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